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Unconventional community supports this single mom

SINGLE FEMALE HOMEOWNER

When Mikki Morrissette sold her one-bedroom apartment in New York City, she turned the proceeds into a seven-bedroom house in South Minneapolis.

It was admittedly a bit more house than this single mother with one child needed in 2002, but she had plans.

She planned to "create a community" by renting out portions of the house.

"It seemed crazy at the time, but I didn't know where else to put the money," she says.

She has a renter in the basement, which was already set up as an apartment when she bought the house. She has room for a live-in child-care provider. And she offers reduced rent to a single mother who helps with some of the parenting duties — she had another baby after she closed the deal on the house.

"The rental income I get lets me live as a mother of two and a freelance writer," Morrissette says.

It's an unconventional situation, but Morrissette is an unconventional SFH.

She's a single mother by choice. "Choice mom" is the term she uses "because it gets right to the heart of it."

Morrissette offers stats from the National Center for Health Statistics that 92,000 women who were unmarried and over 35 gave birth in 2004. Many of them have partners, Morrissette says, but that total doesn't include single women who adopt.

The Single Mothers by Choice organization has chapters in New York, San Francisco, Boston and Los Angeles, Morrissette says, "and a pretty active chapter in Minnesota." She's written a book about and for choice moms: "Choosing Single Motherhood: The Thinking Woman's Guide." She talks to women who have made the choice and to children who were raised by choice moms.

The book also addresses things for women contemplating the choice, including financial concerns, lack of community support, dealing with people who consider it morally wrong and identity issues such as the "Daddy question."

"Women today are aware that their fertility can decline sharply after the age of 35," Morrissette says. "Not only do many emotionally empowered women not want to wait for a mate to come along in time, they don't want to be 'too old' to enjoy active parenting."

She adds there are also more unmarried, professional women in society who can afford to take the step.

"Most of the women I've talked to already own a house or apartment" before they decide to have children, Morrissette says.

She was looking for a three-bedroom house when she decided to move back to her home state of Minnesota — room for an office or a bedroom for another child. She had a chance to live in her parents' house while they spent the winter in a warmer climate.

Morrissette stopped at a rental place just to check on rates while she was house-hunting, and found her 3,000-square-foot, 100-year-old house "just down the street."

Her parents were skeptical, but the house was in beautiful shape, Morrissette says, and it's a great neighborhood.

"It's so wonderful to have a house and a yard and a car," she says.

OK, OK. Now to the question that can't be ignored: Where do these babies come from?

About half of the choice moms go to a sperm bank (though some of these facilities won't work with single women), and about a quarter of them adopt, Morrissette says. The rest are conceived with the help of a "known donor" — an ex-boyfriend, gay friend, other acquaintance.

That was the case for Morrissette. Both of her children were conceived with help from a friend she's known for many years. The children know him, but they rarely see him, she says.

"Choosing Single Motherhood: The Thinking Woman's Guide" is available (along with other free information) for $25.95 at: www.ChoosingSingleMother hood.com.

Contact Single Female Homeowner at sfh@pioneerpress.com. Her column appears every other week.
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